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Storycatchers Theatre/

Columbia College Fiction Writing Department

Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble

2011-12 Application Packet
To apply via email:

Send your completed application as an MSWord attachment to

hillary@storycatcherstheatre.org
You can also download this application at www.storycatcherstheatre.org
To apply via US mail:

Send your completed application to:
Hillary Johnson
Storycatchers Theatre

920 N Franklin St, STE 302 Chicago, IL 60610

You will be contacted after you submit your application for a short phone interview and notification of your acceptance. The first session and Parent/Participant Orientation is Saturday, October 15th.

Who is Storycatchers Theatre?

Storycatchers Theatre is a professional theatre company that is dedicated to preparing young people to make thoughtful life choices through the process of writing, producing and performing original musical theatre inspired by personal stories.

Storycatchers Theatre provides professional and passionate teaching artists who create a safe, supportive environment in which teens can develop their creativity, self-expression, and self-confidence. 
What happens in the Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble?

The Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble brings together high school students from diverse neighborhoods throughout Chicago to create a script for a musical play that will tour the Chicago community during the summer 2012.

This phase of the program emphasizes the development of creative writing skills with the integration of communication and acting skills.

The Ensemble meets on Saturdays to work with Storycatchers teaching artists and faculty and tutors from the Columbia College Chicago Fiction Writing Department (CCFWD) at Columbia’s South Loop campus. Ensemble members will develop their story writing skills using CCFWD’s StoryWorkshop Method ©. 

Each year, the Ensemble has a specific topic that will inspire exploration of their personal stories and those of the community. These stories will form the framework for the musical. 

During the first half of the program, the Ensemble will develop songs and an outline for the musical while writing narrative stories for an anthology publication in the spring. The teens will present a staged reading in December.

In the second half of the program, the Ensemble will continue to work on the musical and prepare their narrative stories for anthology submission. They will present select songs and parts of the script at the anthology release in April. 

Participants who successfully complete the program are eligible for up to 40 service learning hours, letter of recommendation for college or employment and future program opportunities.

ARE YOU A STORYCATCHER?

A Storycatcher will have these characteristics:

~ Ability and desire to commit to a once a week, 7-month writing program

~ Strong time-management skills

~ Desire to develop story-writing and performance skills

~ A positive attitude and an adventurous spirit

~ Interest in exploring social issues in their surrounding community
To apply for a Storycatchers Writing Scholarship, your application MUST include:

NEW PARTICIPANTS

(NO PREVIOUS TEENS TOGETHER PLAYWRITING EXPERIENCE)

~ The complete application for the Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble

~ A typed, one-page letter of reference from a teacher (English or Drama teacher preferred) stating how you meet the above qualifications, and their experience with you. This letter should also include that teacher’s contact information.

~ A typed, one-page letter from your parent or guardian stating how he/she will support your participation and in what areas of growth they would like to see you develop.

~ A typed, one-page personal essay about how sharing your story can help others. 

RETURNING PARTICIPANTS

(AT LEAST ONE YEAR OF PREVIOUS TT PLAYWRITING EXPERIENCE)

~ The complete application for the Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble

~ A typed, one-page letter of reference from a teacher (English or Drama teacher preferred) stating how you meet the above qualifications, and their personal and academic experience with you. This letter should also include this teacher’s contact information.

~ A typed, one-page letter from your parent or guardian stating how he/she will support your participation, and what areas of growth they would like to see you develop.

~ A typed, one and a half-page personal essay about why you want to continue with the Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble, what you will bring to the Ensemble as a returning participant, and what your personal development goals are for the program.  

Storycatchers Theatre/Columbia College Fiction Writing Department

Teens Together Playwriting Ensemble

2011-2012 Application

Please read over the entire application and review the schedule before beginning. Incomplete or illegible applications will not be considered for either scholarship or program inclusion.
__ Yes, I would like to apply for the Storycatchers Writing Scholarship

__ No, I’ve enclosed my check to Storycatchers Theatre for the $1200 program fee
Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________

Age: ________Date of Birth: ___________

Address: _____________________________________   Zip __________

Parent/Guardian(s): _____________________________________________

Home Phone (please include area code): _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone #: __________________________

Participant Cell Phone #: ______________________________

Parent/Guardian Email Address: ____________________________________________

Participant Email Address: ________________________________________________

Current School: ____________________________________     Grade: ________________

Principal: _____________________________________________________________________ 

English/Drama or other teacher 

(who will be supportive of your participation): ________________________________________

How did you hear about Storycatchers? ____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

          Areas of Interest


Please answer the following questions in full. You may use extra paper for longer answers.

1) Which genres of writing interest you? (please check all that apply)

__Short stories
___Film/Theatre Scripts
___Poems

____Essays


__Song writing
___Creative non-fiction
___Journalism

____Fiction

2) Have you had any experience writing in these genres? Please describe.

____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

3) Do you have any theatrical experience? If yes, please describe.

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


4) What other strengths and experiences would you like us to consider in your application?

_______________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

5) What are your personal and creative goals for the program, and why?


__________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

6) Please attach a writing sample that demonstrates your writing style (poem, essay, short story etc). It can be previously written or a new sample. Returning applicants may NOT submit a writing sample from the previous ensemble.
Storycatchers Theatre offers all applicants the opportunity to apply for a Storycatchers Writing Scholarship. This scholarship waives a program fee of $1200.








